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1)Have you previously considered using drones in your 
organisation?

a. We use them all the time already

b.²Ŝ Řƻ ǳǎŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
more that we could do with them

c.²ŜΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƛŎŜ

d. Never even considered it



2) How often does your organisation work at any 
height?

a. All the time
b. Very regularly
c. Occasionally
d. Not at all



Not so long ago, when drones first started to appear in parks, many

people thought they were simply a toy to be purchasedexcitedlyand

then left in the garage after half a dozen uses. They began to be

integratedinto the workplaceby someforward-thinking businesses6 or

7 years ago and as the technologyhas improved and the regulatory

frameworkhasmatured,ƛǘΩǎnot uncommonto seethem beingusedin

construction.

But they areby no meansasubiquitousasthey shouldbe yet. According

to a PwCsurveycarriedout in 2019, only 40%of businessesexpectedto

be usingdronesin the nearfuture andonly 33%saidthat they arebeing

used effectively in their industry. This is for 3 main reasons- firstly,

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎa lack of understandingas to the benefits of using dronesόLΩƭƭ

discussthese benefits later, but in a nutshell,ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜoften cheaper,

quickerand safer than many current methods). Secondly,ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎa lack

of educationasto the regulationsandtraininginvolved. Thirdly,ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎa

lack of knowledge of what credible drone servicesproviders in the

market(there area few, includingus,obviouslyΧ).

A different PwCreport carried out in 2018 estimated that the drones

industrywouldadd£42billion to UKGDPby 2030ςǘƘŀǘΩǎa whopping2%

of total UKGDP,£8.6billion of whichwouldbe in the constructionsector.

OVERVIEW



A quick look at theHSEõsWorking at Height guidance revealsthe following:-

òBeforeworking at height work through these simple steps:

¶ avoid work at height where it's reasonablypracticable to do soó

So, the first thing anyone considering working at height should be doing is

avoiding working at height where possible. For the vast majority of routine

inspections,this is made possibleby the use of drones. Flya drone to the area

you want to look at, take some high quality photos and video, inspect. This

can be carried out on almost any kind of infrastructure you can think of,

quickly, easily and safely. It may not be long before the HSEincorporate this

thinking into their inspections,either recommending or even mandating the

use of a drone over scaffolding, cherry pickers or MEWPs. Why? Because

working at height is still the UKõsbiggest workplace killer, claiming the livesof

40 people in 2018/19 alone. To date, drones havenõthurt anyone. So

employers should be making drone use businessas usual for any work where

things need to be looked at.

HSE GUIDANCE



The use of drones for any inspection that doesnõtrequire physical

interaction can enable organisationsto manage working at height

at much reduced risk. Incorporating them into businessas usual

would do much to keep many feet on the ground.

On average,a site visit from a drones servicessupplier would cost

around £300-£500+VAT depending on how long the inspection

takes. MEWP/CherryPickerhire would be far more than that and

may not be practical in all cases dependent on the ground

conditions ðit can also take longer to get into position to carry

out the inspection. The same is true for scaffolding, which can be

extremely costly and disruptive, with long waiting times while it is

erected and then disassembled. A drone can be in and out,

carrying out the task in minutes.

A recent casestudy we carried out with a housing associationfor

a routine roof inspection saved them £8,500 on scaffolding costs,

lessened the disruption for the resident and revealed other

problems that would have also cost more to fix in the medium

term. A true win-win.

HOW DRONES CAN SUPPORT SAFE WORKING AT 

HEIGHT




