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The world’s leading 
megacities are 
working together to 
tackle climate break-
down

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION

COP 21 C40 MAYORS’ SUMMIT, PARIS 2015

account for

97
MEMBER

CITIES

700+ million
PEOPLE

WORLDWIDE

10,000
ACTIONS

TO COMBAT
CLIMATE CHANGE

25%
OF GLOBAL

GDP
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MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION

Why Cities?

• Cities are responsible for 70% of global energy emissions and 
are essential to cutting emissions

• Cities control building codes, land use & transport planning, and 
manage waste water management. City actions towards 
sustainable development can drive emissions cuts and bring 
major economic, jobs, social and health opportunities

• National governments have committed to the Paris Accord. 
Playing an active role in supporting a shift to sustainable cities 
will be key to the success of this commitment. 

Cities are vital in the fight against climate change 
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Cities play an essential role in delivering the high ambition & 
urgency of the Paris Agreement, and C40 research sets a 
science-based roadmap to do this

• Business-as-usual – just in C40 cities –
will surpass safe levels of GLOBAL 
emissions by 2050

• To keep within 1.5 degrees warming, we 
must peak emissions at 2020, drop to 3 
tCO2e by 2030 and net zero by 2050

• Cities can improve health and economic 
opportunity for their citizens and, 
collectively, deliver 40% of emissions 
reductions under the Paris Agreement

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION
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Mumbai Monsoon

California Fires

Cape Town Drought

Houston Floods

IPCC Special report on Global Warming 1.5 
degrees 
"Limiting global warming to 1.5°C would require rapid, far-
reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of 
society,”

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION
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We are dire need of action and a dramatic 
shift in urban mobility in cities

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION
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C40 supports city leaders help each 
other to deliver climate action and 
raise collective ambition

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION

PRSENTATION HEADING

C40 CHAIR MAYOR OF LOS ANGELES, ERIC GARCETTI

”WE HAVE A JOKE – GOOD MAYORS 
BORROW, GREAT MAYORS STEAL.”

The Power of Global Collaboration
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C40 supports city 
leaders help each 
other to deliver 
climate action and 
raise collective 
ambition

MAYOR OF LONDON, SADIQ KHAN AT AIR’VOLUTION WITH MAYOR OF PARIS, ANNE HIDALGO & 

THE LATE MAYOR OF SEOUL, PARK WON-SOON MEG

MAYOR OF LONDON, SADIQ KHAN AT AIR’VOLUTION WITH 
MAYOR OF PARIS, ANNE HIDALGO & 
THE LATE MAYOR OF SEOUL, PARK WON-SOON 

LAUNCH OF AIR’VOLUTION, A REAL 
WORLD VEHICLE EMISSIONS 
TRACKER FOR PARIS, LONDON AND 
SEOUL TO NAME AND SHAME MOST 
POLLUTING CARS

The Power of Global 
Collaboration

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION
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C40 & McKinsey Research 

HOW DO CITIES  KEEP GLOBAL TEMPERATURES 
UNDER 1.5 DEGREES IN LINE WITH THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT BY 2030? 

• 30% OF OVERALL EMISSIONS IN GLOBAL CITIES IS 
FROM TRANSPORT

• INVESTING IN TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 
CAN REDUCE 5% - 15% OF THOSE EMISSIONS

• INVESTING IN SHIFTS TO MASS TRANSIT, WALKING 
& CYCLING CAN REDUCE 5% – 15% OF THOSE 
EMISSIONS  

• ENABLING NEXT GENERATION MOBILITY (SHARED, 
CONNECTED EV-AVS) CAN REDUCE 10% – 25%

• INTERVENTIONS TO COMMERCIAL FREIGHT 
(LOGISTICS EFFICIENCY AND VEHICLE REGULATION) 
CAN REDUCE 5% OF THOSE EMISSIONS.   

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION



C40 is working with cities to 
take action on climate 
change 

CITIES ARE 
LEADING THE 
WAY

MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION
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MEGA-CITIES LEADING ON CLIMATE ACTION

C40 Green and Healthy Streets Declaration

• Procure with our partners only zero emission buses from 2025 
• Ensure a major area of our city is zero emission by 2030 

35 cities have committed to: 
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SO WHAT ARE 
THESE C40 
CITIES DOING?
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Low 
Emission 
Zones

ED BRIEFINGS

London gradually 
tightens Urban 
Vehicle Access 
Restrictions 
sending a strong 
signal to the market 
and to drivers for 
cleaner vehicles

In April 2019, 
London’s Mayor 
launched the ULEZ.

Note: EVs are 
exempt from the 
Congestion Charge 
and ULEZ 
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Low 
Emission 
Zones

Milan launched 
Area B in February 
2019 – Italy’s 
largest low 
emission zone. The 
standard for diesel 
vehicles is Euro 4.

Area C is Milan’s 
existing congestion 
pricing zone. The 
standard for diesel 
vehicles is Euro 6.
EVs travel for free.
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Low 
Emission 
Zones

In Barcelona, in conjunction with the Barcelona Metropolitan Area (AMB),
an environmental protection area is being defined, restricting the use of
more pollutant vehicles in order to guarantee air quality for the city’s
inhabitants.

Creation of a more sustainable and healthy urban model
The new urban model in Barcelona is based on the implementation of
superblocks and pedestrian areas around all the municipality.
.
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Low 
Emission 
Zones

Madrid Central, launched in November 2017, restricts through traffic and 
gives free onstreet parking to EVs and 2 hours parking to eco vehicles. 
Other vehicles cannot park onstreet and through traffic is restricted.
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Congestion 
Charging
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What are we trying to achieve with local ZEAs?
Aim

A significant impact on 
emissions within each 

zone

A small number of carefully chosen zones with 
strict standards, that largely result in traffic 

reduction within the zone

What this would require

A cumulative impact on 
emissions across a city

A large number of zones, with relaxed standards 
(eg only apply to light vehicles with a ZE 

standard) to ensure a large number can be 
implemented

Building towards a larger 
ZEZ across a city

All local ZEZs have the same design that are then 
subsumed by central ZEZ when implemented

Accelerate development 
and uptake of ZE solutions 

ZEZs target areas with enthusiastic 
community/businesses willing work together to 

innovate and trial solutions
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Challenges Cities are working on

ED BRIEFINGS

• A clear definition of what constitutes a ZEA – vehicle type and 
qualifying technology, level of restriction – is required in the short 
term

• Medium-term options for mass transit and shared mobility to
compliment long term infrastructure investment 

• Rapid investment in and scale up of EV charging infrastructure

• Finding solutions to accommodate delivery and servicing

• Holistic interventions which also target non-transport emissions and 
wider liveable streets outcomes



WHAT ABOUT
FREIGHT 
OPERATIONS?
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• Financial subsidies to small van operators

• Free passage for EVs through toll gates 
(from 22 to 73 toll gates)

• Access to bus and taxi lanes for EVs 

• Dedicated parking for electric vans

• Subsidies for home-charging for 
professional drivers

• Work with private sector to roll out 
charging:
• Commercial garages and hubs
• New construction
• Curbside 

• ITS pilots for freight

OSLO

60% OF NEW CAR SALES IN OSLO
ARE ELECTRIC OR PLUG-IN HYBRID 
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ROTTERDAM
Published a zero emission freight roadmap*
(https://www.rotterdam.nl/wonen-
leven/stappenplan-zero-emissie/Roadmap-
ZECL.pdf)

City leading procurement by example:

• systematic introduction of zero emission 
vehicles in municipal fleet (~200 
passenger cars, 600 vans and 200 
trucks)

• zero emission delivery requirement for 
public procurement (www.BuyZET.eu)

Pilot projects across different logistic streams 
(e.g. food delivery, construction)

Consolidation pilot project with DHL

Working with industry to inform the upcoming 
zero emission area (2019 pilot)

A TARGET OF ZERO EMISSION CITY 
LOGISTICS BY 2025 SIGNED BY 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERS IN 
~20 CITIES IN THE NETHERLANDS

https://www.rotterdam.nl/wonen-leven/stappenplan-zero-emissie/Roadmap-ZECL.pdf
http://www.buyzet.eu/
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Zero Emission Freight: City Challenges
What are the challenges for cities?

• Business Models: understanding operator business models and needs

• Data and Information: making sense of freight activity to bring the industry along 
with cities to ambitious and realistic policies 

• Zero emission vehicle availability: signalling to the OEM market to ensure the right 
vehicles are in the pipeline. 

• Charging infrastructure:  where, when, who will pay for it and how?

• Stakeholder support and collaboration: facilitating industry transition and showcasing 
the operational and financial benefits of making the switch

• Timing and scaling: providing detail at the right time and involving the industry to 
avoid negative impacts outside the ZEAs

ZERO EMISSION AREAS – WORKING WITH FREIGHT OPERATORS
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What can you do to support a C40 Mayor?
What are the opportunities for business?

• Recognize this policy direction. Every investment decision needs to consider how 
does this protect my business in a zero emission future? How can we be part of the 
solution, not the problem? 

• Help to demonstrate this urban mobility vision is already here. Give Mayors 
examples of this alternative vision for the urban mobility. To demonstrate solutions 
are here and they are working and make business sense. 

• Collaborate to find solutions. Where there are gaps and where collaboration is 
needed or information sharing would help, collaborate with policy makers and -where 
possible - with other providers.  

ZERO EMISSION AREAS – WORKING WITH FREIGHT OPERATORS



CONTACT

Thank 
you

Kate Laing

Programme Manager, Mobility Management

C40 Cities Climate Leadership 

klaing@c40.org

@kate_laing

www.c40.org

http://c40.org

