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Vulcan Inspection Services is a trading name of
British Engineering Services used exclusively for
our relationship with NFU Mutual

We have worked in partnership with NFUM since
1997

We currently inspect items for 19,000 NFU Mutual
customers across varied sectors including
Agriculture

4.
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We have a dedicated account management team who
are embedded in NFU Mutual’s Head Office in
Tiddington

We have approx. 380 engineers providing national
coverage for all the main regulations (LOLER, PSSR,
PUWER, COSHH)
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The main regulations

These are the main pieces
of legislation governing
plant and machinery in
agriculture:▪ Provision & Use of Work
Equipment Regulations 1998
(PUWER)
▪ Lifting Operations and Lifting
Equipment Regulations 1998
(LOLER)

▪ Pressure Systems Safety
Regulations 2000 (PSSR)
▪ Control of Substances
Hazardous to Health
Regulations 2002 (COSHH)

Provision &
Use of Work
Equipment
Regulations
•

Applies to the use, maintenance and
inspection of all work equipment

•

Requires owner/user to undertake a
risk assessment

•

If likely to deteriorate it must be

“inspected” at regular intervals by a
competent person
•

Levels of competency vary from

LOLER
•

Power presses require an inspection
by someone such as an engineer

Lifting Operations & Lifting
Equipment Regulations
• Applies to all work equipment which is used for lifting
or lowering a load including its attachments which are
used for anchoring or fixing
• Also applies to accessories for lifting such as chains &
slings
• Requires owner/user to do a risk assessment which
amongst other things will ascertain whether a
“thorough examination” is required
• Applies to ALL industries including agriculture

The Pressure Systems Safety Regulations
The regulations apply to all
users owners of systems
using steam, gases under
pressure and other
“relevant” fluids

A Written Scheme of
Examination (WSE) is drawn
up before the item is put
into service or where one
doesn’t exist following a risk
assessment of the system

The WSE will dictate how
often the plant should be
inspected (i.e, a working
exam or a thorough exam)

Our customer will need to
ensure that plant is prepared
for the inspection (except
simple air receivers which
the engineer will open where
possible)

Control of Substances
Hazardous to Health (COSHH

The COSHH regulations seek
to minimise the impact of
dust, gases, fumes and other
harmful substances in the
workplace
▪ Users must undertake a risk
assessment and where harmful
substances are produced must
seek to control these
▪ If local exhaust ventilation is
required, this must have a
thorough examination
▪ Since 2019 all mild-steel
welding including outdoors
requires LEV
▪ The HSE have been pro-actively
checking LEV usage in
businesses

Who can examine
plant and machinery?
•

The regulations state that the person
must have appropriate “practical,
theoretical and actual knowledge”

•

Must be able to act without “fear or
favour”

•

Legal requirement to send copy of
immediate defect reports to local
enforcing authority (even if item is
repaired on site)

•

Regulations lay out exactly what the
format of the report should include

Implications of not having an
inspection
• Interruption to business
• Fines or prosecution
• Danger to employees, contractors, members of the
public or family members

• HSE’s “Fee for intervention” charging scheme

The HSE’s stance during COVID19
• The law for LOLER and PSSR remains in place
• For businesses which are closed they should still give access to
visiting inspectors to undertake thorough examinations
• Ensure social distancing measures in the workplace aren’t
perceived to be a barrier for thorough examinations
• If you experience problems in undertaking scheduled thorough
examinations as you cannot access inspection services, you
should adopt a risk-based process … or decide to stop using
the equipment

• THE OVERARCHING LEGAL OBLIGATION REMAINS IE
ENSURE THAT EQUIPMENT IS SAFE – NO DEROGATION HAS
BEEN AGREED
• The HSE have announced they are re-starting proactive
inspections

What have we been doing during COVID19
All staff have mobile
devices and we have
worked at home since
week beginning Monday
16th March

Minimal sickness related to
COVID19

We have pro-actively
managed our customer
requirements using our
award-winning Diary
Management Team

Calls to customers to
check whether they are
open and can be booked in
– trying to free up capacity
for later in the year

What do you need to do?
What would we suggest you do to get
back up and running post-COVID?

Check your inspection due dates
If your inspections are overdue or imminent contact your
inspection provider asap to agree dates – there may be an issue
with capacity within the industry when everyone goes back to work

Maintain your equipment
Now would be a good time to make sure your equipment is
serviced – your inspection provider will be less likely to find defects
if it has been recently maintained. Remember to include any lifting
attachments

Think safety first!
The overriding factor is safety. Make sure you have the right
equipment for the job and that it has been thoroughly examined
and is safe for use!

In Summary

1.

2.

Thorough examinations are a statutory
requirement, and this hasn’t changed during
COVID19

Ensure that plant is safe to use, has been
properly maintained and arrange for your
thorough examinations to be completed if
due

3.

If you would like any further information, please
contact your local NFU Mutual Agent or visit the
VIS website
www.vulcaninspectionservices.co.uk

Any questions?

