
   

 

 MID SHIRES BRANCH 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 9th May 2019  

at Draycote Hotel, London Road, Rugby, CV23 9LF 

 

1. Welcome by the Branch Chairperson 

Roger Ward opened the Annual General Meeting 2019 of the Mid Shires Branch meeting at 6.30 p.m. and 

welcomed all present. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

Committee Members:   David Brede, Kate Everitt, Mark McHugh. 

Branch members:  June Ford. 

 

3. Minutes of AGM held 10th May 2018. 

Roger Ward, Chairperson, read out the minutes of the last AGM dated 10th May 2018 which were unanimously 

agreed and were signed as an accurate record. 

4. Treasurer’s report for 2018/19 

Helen Powell, Branch Treasurer, presented the Cash Book of the Mid Shires Branch and highlighted items of 

expenditure and earnings.  The final account has been submitted and agreed by IOSH Head office for the year 

ending March 2019.  Roger Ward asked for a vote of approval from the floor, which was agreed. 

5. Branch Chairperson’s report for 2018/19 

Roger addressed the members with the Chairperson’s Report for the period 10th May 2018 to 9th May 2019. In 

this report, Roger provided an overview of the events which took place over the year involving committee 

members and speakers.  He outlined the success of our annual conference on the 21st March 2019, as well as 

comments regarding the general performance of the branch throughout the period in question. A copy of this 

report is attached. 

6. Election of members to the branch committee for May 2019 to April 2020 

Sophie Burgess was nominated to join the committee and the vote was carried unanimously. The Chairperson 

extended a warm welcome to Sophie and thanked her for offering her services to the committee. 

Alison Thomson was nominated to join the committee and the vote was carried unanimously.  Alison was co-

opted on to the committee in January 2019 so had to be formally nominated at this AGM. 

The following members, who were members of the committee in 2018/19, require to be nominated under the 

two-year rule as they were last nominated in May 2016, and their nominations were carried unanimously :- 

• Christopher Alger 

• Les Pearce 

 

Members of the committee who remain without requirement for re-election as they were nominated at the May 

2017 AGM are :- 

 

• Erich Debnam 



   

 

• Mark McHugh 

• Stephen Youngman 

 

The following committee members have decided not to put their names forward for re-election this year.  The 

Chairperson thanked them for their contribution to the work of the committee. 

 

• David Brede, Vice Chairperson 

• Sally Davidson, Branch Secretary 

 

7. Election of branch officers for 2019/20 

Chairperson – Roger Ward was nominated and the vote was carried unanimously  

Vice Chairpersons – Kate Everitt and Tom Lane were jointly nominated and the vote was carried unanimously 

Treasurer – Helen Powell was nominated and the vote was carried unanimously 

Secretary – there were no nominations for this role 

 

8. Address delivered  

The speaker was Daniel Pitcher, Managing Director, Water Hygiene Centre 

The presentation given was Water Hygiene – Practical Aspects of Water Safety 

 

9. A.O.C.B. 

There were no items raised for ‘Any Other Business’. 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Mid Shires Branch was closed at 20.00 hrs. 

 

The ordinary Branch Meeting for 9th May 2019 followed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

Minutes of previous meeting:  The minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th May 2018 have been 

published on the IOSH Mid Shires web page. 

• Attendance:  There were 24 members present.   

• First time attendees:. None 

• Apologies: David Brede, Kate Everitt, Mark McHugh, June Ford. 
 

News, Events & Meetings  

 

• CPD Sessions at the Branch meetings - A reminder that we can provide brief CPD sessions at the start of 
each Branch Meeting – come at 5.30pm to work with a member of the committee.  Please advise us in 
advance by contacting the secretary at e-mail: secretary-midshires@ioshnetworks.co.uk  to book a 
place. 

• Budget 2019 Roger and Helen went over the budget so members could see what the branch had to 

spend and how that has been used.  He thanked members for their kind acceptance of the changes that 

have had to been made to accommodate a severely-reduced budget, but assured them that the branch 

would continue to deliver on our branch objectives. 

• Seminar 2019/20 Roger advised we have now had feedback on the Fire Safety Seminar on 21/3/19 and 

will discuss that at the next committee meeting with a view to maintaining and, if necessary, improving 

on our delivery for 2020. He confirmed that we are now planning next year’s seminar, and we will 

provide more information on this at future branch meetings.   If you have any topics let us know asap. 

• Mid Shires Strategy Roger stated that this is aligned with IOSH 2022 and then read out of Mid Shires 

Strategy - see Roger’s Chair’s Report.  Mid Shires will continue to work to ensure we are aligned with our 

strategy. 

• Next Committee Meeting - The next committee meeting will be held on 20th May 2019.   

• Questions and Answer Session – If members have questions they’d like answered at the meeting, they 
can either post one on the Q&A board or speak to one of the committee members at the start of each 
meeting and this will be raised at the meeting.  

• Questions/announcements this meeting –  
➢ Barry Etter asked if anyone could recommend a fire risk assessor as they are looking to upgrade the 

fire panel, Joe Morris and Rick Musson provided names.  Another member asked for Cradle to Grave 
advice and Roger Ward has offered to provide this. 

➢ Alan Cash asked Roger why membership numbers, which were about 700 when we became a 
branch, are now only about 300.  Roger replied that, according to IOSH, we only have the CV and NN 
postcodes catchment area. 

 

• Next Branch Meeting– 13th June 2019 (in the Papaveri Room) 
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Presentation This Meeting :- 

Date 9th May 2019 

Venue Draycote Hotel, London Road, Rugby CV23 9LF 

Time 18.30-20.00 

Presentation Water Hygiene – Practical Aspects of Water Safety 

Presenter Daniel Pitcher, Managing Director, Water Hygiene Centre 

What you 
learnt from 
attending this 
presentation 

This presentation discussed the practical aspects of water safety measures including: 

• Temperature monitoring;  

• Water sampling;  

• Appropriate components and tools;  

• Record keeping & log books.   
It also covered the implications of when these things go wrong! And what should be 
considered to ensure these pitfalls are avoided, such as competency checks and defined 
processes with supporting evidence. In this presentation delegates were guided through 
some practical examples of the design and installation of various water systems, and then 
Daniel identified where things have been found to go wrong, what the issues are and who 
should be responsible. Daniel also looked at lessons learnt by others and how these issues 
can be avoided through sampling, monitoring and record keeping. 

 
Following the talk, there was a lively Q&A session.  Roger then presented Daniel with a framed certificate 
and thanked him for his excellent presentation.   
 
Presentation Next Meeting:- 

Date 13th June 2019 

Venue Draycote Hotel, London Road, Rugby CV23 9LF 

Time 18.30 to 20.00 

Presentation The Principles of Good Practice in Asbestos Management 

Presenter Mark Haydock, Managing Director, EDP Ltd 

Profile 

Mark is currently Managing Director of EDP, a specialist health & safety, property 
compliance and environmental consultancy with four offices in the UK in addition 
to international offices in Singapore and Australia.  
During Mark's career, he has specialised in the development and growth of 
consulting businesses in the environmental and safety sectors and has a proven 
track record of operating within the international consulting environment, having 
built and grown consulting businesses for three separate international 
consultancies in both the UK and Australia namely GHD, Coffey International and 
Mowlem PLC.  As Managing Director of EDP, Mark led a management buy-out of 
the business in 2014 and the acquisition of the Institute of Occupational 
Medicines (IOM) asbestos division in 2017. Mark has overall responsibility for the 
performance of the EDP business and execution of the company's growth 



   

 

strategy. 

What you will 
learn from 
attending this 
presentation 

The topics that Mark will cover are:-  
Who EDP are - a potted history to establish EDP’s credentials; 
Asbestos Management Plans – their Importance and What Good Looks Like;  
Key Principles of Good Compliance;   
To Remove or Manage ?  
Case Studies – Some examples of clients in different sectors, their challenges, how 
they approached them, and the outcome. 

 

What you 
need to know 

There is ample free parking at the Draycote Hotel venue and an IOSH banner will 
be on display to indicate the meeting location. Members and guests will be 
welcomed by the ‘meet and greet’ team.  There are light refreshments and 
networking from 18:00 until 18:30 when the meeting commences. We aim to 
finish the meeting at around 20:00 but questions may run on for a short while. 
Queries can be sent to:  secretary-midshires@ioshnetworks.co.uk 

Roger Ward, Chairperson, Mid Shires Branch. 

 

End of Meeting 
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