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IOSH EDUCATION GROUP 

The IOSH Education Group represents 

and works with members across the 

whole sector to promote health and safety 

in all areas of education.  We have 

volunteer Committee members who have 

expertise in all areas of learning.  We are 

able to offer guidance to Early Years, 

Independent Schools, Boarding Schools, 

Academies, Colleges, Universities, 

Apprentice and Training providers. 

 

Education Group Conference 

Embracing risk in education, 10th October 

2019, Leicester Racecourse 

The IOSH Education Group and Fire Risk 

Management Group jointly present a one 

day event that will address some areas of 

concern for people managing risk in the 

education sector. Too often, health and 

safety measures are seen to be hindrances 

rather than enablers of a wide range of 

activities for students to experience. This 

event will encourage a sensible, 

proportionate and appropriate approach. It 

will emphasise the importance of supporting 

young people learning to understand and 

manage the risks that are a normal part of 

life. 

Topics will include managing contractors, 

work-placements, leadership and 

management, wellbeing, and asbestos. 

The day will include networking 

opportunities, lunch and refreshments 

More details to follow closer to the time. 

 

  Follow us on Twitter!  

The IOSH Education Group has a new Twitter 
account.  Search for us or use 
https://twitter.com/IOSH_Education and 
join in the conversation. 

 
 
HSE Safety Alert – Mild Steel Welding Fume 
•  There is new scientific evidence that 
exposure to all welding fume, including mild 
steel welding fume, can cause lung cancer.  
There is also limited evidence linked to 
kidney cancer. 
•  There is a change in HSE enforcement 
expectations in relation to the control of 
exposure of welding fume, including that 
from mild steel welding. 
•  All businesses undertaking welding 
activities should ensure effective 
engineering controls are provided and 
correctly used to control fume arising from 
those welding activities. 
•  Where engineering controls are not 
adequate to control all fume exposure, 
adequate and suitable respiratory protective 
equipment (RPE) is also required to control 
risk from the residual fume. 
For more information go to 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/mild-
steel-welding-
fume.htm#utm_source=linkedin&utm_medi
um=social&utm_campaign=welding-
alert&utm_content=0802pm 
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NEWS FROM THE SECTOR 

School Allergy Action Group (SAAG) Toolkit 

A new free toolkit has been launched to 

empower schools to improve the care and 

wellbeing of pupils living with allergy. 

Launched by Allergy UK, the toolkit is an 

easy to use interactive programme, which 

aims to equip schools with the knowledge 

and awareness to allow pupils to feel safe 

and supported at school.  It is available on 

the Schools section of Allergy UK’s website 

www.allergyuk.org 

 

Asbestos in schools: how big an issue is it? 

An article written by Fiona Riley, Chair of the 

Education Group, has been published in 

Education Business magazine and on our 

web pages.  She covers how big an issue it is, 

how to identify if your school is at risk, and 

what to do if it is. 

3D Printing 

In collaboration with the HSE, 

CLEAPSS have produced guidance on 3D 

printing: 3D Printing in Schools and Colleges: 

Managing the Risks.  It is concerned with 

Fused Filament Fabrication (FFF) which is the 

most commonly used technology in schools 

and colleges.  This is relatively new 

technology and published studies have 

suggested that filament combustion 

products may present a risk to health when 

inhaled. This document identifies areas that 

should be considered before purchasing and 

when using 3D printers, and recommends 

measures that should be put in place to 

reduce these risks. 

ABOUT YOU! 
This is a new feature giving some 

information about members of the 

Education Group.  The complete article can 

be seen on our web pages. 

 

Keith Rowson – Grad IOSH.  Semi-retired 

(currently working on the tools). 

Keith has written an article on respirable 

crystalline silica (RCS) which he has spent 

many years working with in education.  He 

describes how RCS is a carcinogenic 

substance, and takes many years to manifest 

(long latency period) and once you have the 

disease your life expectancy is significantly 

reduced and your lifestyle is significantly 

affected.  It is a dust that is invisible to the 

human eye unless large amounts are 

generated, and is part of the IOSH 'No Time 

to Lose' campaign.  RCS is used in mortar in 

many educational establishments teaching 

construction related courses.  As the bricks 

and mortar are needed to be re-used, they 

are cleaned off by hand which generates 

large amounts of RCS dust.  It is then put 

into a mortar mill where it is crushed back 

down so it can be reused.  Filling the mortar 

mill also creates dust.  Exposure cannot be 

totally eradicated as there are currently no 

credible alternatives to mortar. A safe 

system of work (SSW) and LEV can be 

provided.  All work being taken down and 

the floor could be wetted down, and the 

technician fitted with RPE. Ban brushes as 

they lift the RCS dust into the air, purchase 

industrial vacuum sweepers fitted with 

hepa.  The key control measure is to 

suppress the dust by keeping it wet. 
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