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The integrated approach to fire safety suggests that fire safety is 
fully integrated into all aspect of occupational safety and health 
in the same way that occupational safety and health should be 
fully integrated in all aspects of work and home life. 
Provide a relevant example such as the planning of evacuation 
routes or the choice to use an extinguisher or simply evacuate.  
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Although fire risk assessment carries a specific set of 
competencies the occupational safety and health professional, if 
trained the occupational safety and health professional should 
carry out the fire risk assessment or at a minimum, participate in 
the assessment. They should look towards bridges to other risk 
assessments and the relevance of common control measures.  
Continuous fire risk assessments are the basis for the 
development and maintenance of an emergency action plan. 
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As will be reinforced during each seminar, the risk assessment is 
the basis for the development and updating of the emergency 
action plan which outlines actions and responsibilities during an 
incident.  
It specifies how an incident should be managed internally and 
with external assistance. 
A role of the OSH professional is to organise and maintain this 
plan.  
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An important role of the OSH Professional is to encourage all 
workers, visitors, contractors and others to by vigilant, 
immediately reporting fire safety issues such as obstructed 
passageways or malfunctioning equipment.  
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As an important element of occupational safety and health is 
building an occupational safety and health culture strategies to 
communicate, inform and management, workers, contractors 
and visitors about fire prevention, fire protection and fire 
procedures should on-going and managed by occupational 
safety and health professionals. 
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The maintenance of fire protection equipment is a vital function 
in any organisation and comes under the role of the OSH 
professional.  
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Normally during an incident, the occupational safety and health 
professional has an important role in advising management 
about actions to take and control measures to implement across 
a changing landscape.  
A fire-related incident also frequently involves safety, health and 
environmental issues, all normally within the remit of the OSH 
professional.  
Incident management planning and building resilience to assist 
an organisation in recovering from an incident also falls within 
our remit. 
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As with the investigation of incidents of other work-related 
incidents, the occupational safety and health professional needs 
to be involved with incident investigation and analysis with a 
view towards preventing similar incidents in the future.  
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